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As always, thank you for taking a moment to read the 
latest edition of Call The Roll, the electronic magazine 
featuring your members of Columbus City Council. 
 
Many great individuals have served on City Council 
throughout the years and I had the privilege of helping 
to honor one of them during the dedication of the new 
Jerry Hammond Center at 1111 East Broad Street.   
 
Jerry Hammond was a devoted public official who 
served on City Council from 1974 to 1990 and became 
the first African American to serve as Council 
President (1984 to 1990).  
  
Mr. Hammond was a visionary who helped build     
stronger neighborhoods and supported economic 
growth.  One of the initiatives that he created, the 
Neighborhood Commercial Revitalization (NCR) 
program, met both of those goals.   
 
The NCR program provided technical assistance, loans and matching grants, capital improvements and 
planning services in 15 commercial areas surrounding downtown.  Many of these areas, like the Short North, 
are now thriving residential and commercial districts. 
 
Mr. Hammond also worked diligently to deliver crucial social services to Columbus residents while also forging 
strong relationships with suburban municipalities to help institute growth policies that benefited both the City of 
Columbus and our neighbors. 
 
While he no longer holds elected office, Mr. Hammond continues his public service.  He has remained active in 
leadership positions for various levy initiatives and is the recipient of more than 200 community service and 
achievement awards.  
 
It is fitting that the newest City building, home to our Recreation and Parks Department, the 311 Call Center, 
and the Central Ohio Workforce Investment Corporation (COWIC), will be called the Jerry Hammond Center.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Michael C. Mentel 
Council President 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  ________________________________________ 

(L -R) Council President Michael C. Mentel, former Councilmember 
Ben Espy, Mayor Michael B. Coleman, and former Councilmember 
Les Wright announced the dedication of the new Jerry Hammond 
Center.  
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STRIKE FORCE NUMBERS SIGNAL SUCCESS IN 2007___________________  

City Councilôs investment in the 2007 Summer Strike Force 
is being a called a success, as violent crimes like homicide, 
robbery and others are on the decline. 
 
ñI do not think we could see a better return on tax dollars 
than what the Strike Force has been able to accomplish this 
year,ò said Public Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. 
Ginther.  ñThe Strike Force is a prime example of police 
working harder and smarter to make the greatest impact on 
neighborhood safety.ò 
 
Since beginning the 2007 Strike Force in the spring, 
Columbus Division of Police officers have taken an 
impressive amount of illegal guns, drugs and money off the 
streets.  Officers seized more than 200 guns, an estimated 
$1,000,000 worth of marijuana and crack/cocaine, and 
$224,466 in cash.   
 
ñThis is part of our comprehensive strategy to keep Columbus residents safe,ò said Mayor Michael B. Coleman, 
who held up one of the many weapons seized during the Strike Forceôs operations.  ñOur officers are on the 
offensive and the criminals are on the run.ò  
 
During the Summer Strike Force, officers concentrate efforts in targeted areas and focus on deterring violent 
crimes and taking criminals off the streets.  City leaders stress that the techniques officers employ in the 

summer are used year round, increasing the 
effectiveness of their crime fighting in Columbus 
neighborhoods. 
 
ñThe citizens of Columbus have done a fantastic job 
of getting us the information we need to prevent 
crimes from occurring,ò said Commander Richard 
Bash of the Columbus Division of Police. 

Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther helped Mayor 
Coleman announce the success of the 2007 Summer 

Strike Force . 

The Summer Strike force removed over 200 illegal 
crime -guns from the streets of Columbus in 2007.  
 
Columbus City Council thanks all our police officers 
for the diligence and dedication they show every 
day in protecting the safety of Columbus residents.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
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At this time last year, ten different Central Ohio jurisdictions 
joined forces to protect one of Ohioôs most treasured 
resources.  
 
The Big and Little Darby creeks are classified as state and 
national scenic rivers in recognition of their natural beauty and 
high-quality plant and animal habitats.  Even with increased 
awareness of environmental concerns, advancing urban 
development could potentially impact the watershedôs delicate 
ecology.   
 
In an effort to protect this natural resource, Columbus City 
Council and Mayor Michael B. Coleman joined forces with 
numerous local partners to craft a unified vision for the Big 
Darby watershedôs future. Their work led to the development of 
the Big Darby Accord master plan. The plan provides a 
comprehensive approach to preserving the watershed while 
continuing to allow for responsible development.   
 
To honor the one-year anniversary of this landmark agreement, Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla 
R. Tyson and Mayor Coleman participated in a hiking tour of Battelle Darby Creek. The hike allowed many of 
the Accord participants to get a firsthand view of the ecosystem that their partnership will help preserve. 
 
ñThe Big Darby is a gateway for people to discover and experience nature in its pristine state,ò said 
Councilmember Tyson. ñItôs home to a number of endangered species and also has one of the few remaining 

original prairie lands in Ohio.  City Council will 
continue working in collaboration with our partners 
to conserve this asset.ò  
 
ñRarely in history do you see so many jurisdictions 
set aside their issues to focus on the best possible 

strategy for the entire region,ò 
said Mayor Coleman. ñThe Big 
Darby Accord is proof that 
Central Ohioôs communities are 
cooperating like never before.ò 
 
ñPreserving this natural resource 
is the responsibility of the whole 
community,ò said Development 
Committee Chair Maryellen 
OôShaughnessy. ñIôm proud of 
the interaction between the Big 
Darby Accord Panel and the 
residents of the community. This 
is the community's park and we 
need their help to keep it a 
source of beauty and inspiration 
for generations to come.ò 

Mayor Michael B. Coleman (left) and 
Recreation and Parks Committee Chair 
Priscilla R. Tyson  (right) view the Big Darby 
from atop Cedar Bluff Lookout. This site 
contains one of the last remnants of original 
prairie land in Ohio.  

Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson  
explores the Big Darby Creek.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp
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The best police force in the country is about to receive a new state-
of-the art training facility.  Helping to celebrate this historic event 
were students from the Northwest Career Center and the Police 
Explorers Program.  Students participating in these programs are 
interested in pursuing careers in law enforcement and are given the 
opportunity to experience what it is like to serve as a Columbus 
police officer. 
 
ñIôm thrilled that students from the Northwest Career Center and the 
Police Explorers Program are here for this significant occasion,ò said 
Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther, chair of the Public Safety 
Committee. ñCity Council is proud to work with Mayor Coleman to 
invest in the future of law enforcement, both through state-of-the art 
facilities and the young people who might one day wear the badge.ò 
 
ñThis is a great opportunity for potential future police recruits to meet 
and talk to some of our Divisionôs best officers,ò said Mayor 
Coleman.  ñThe Columbus Police K-9 and SWAT units are among 
the most highly-trained units in the nation, but they are also often 
unsung heroes in law enforcement, keeping our patrol officers and 
residents from harmôs way in very dangerous situations.ò 
 

The new home for the K-9 Unit is part of a $2.8 
million renovation at the McKinley Avenue Police 
Complex, which also includes the Special 
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) operations.  The 
new K-9 facility will house nine police service dog 
teams.  The K-9 Unit saves police officers from life-
threatening encounters and plays a key role in 
numerous felony arrests.  Last year, the K-9 Unit 
assisted in 2,939 criminal and narcotics searches 
that resulted in 798 arrests and the seizure of 
drugs with a street value of $8.8 million and more 
than $1 million in cash.  
 
ñThis event symbolizes our commitment to 

providing the men and women in 
law enforcement with the tools 
they need to combat crime and the 
facilities and training they need to 
keep our neighborhoods safe,ò 
said Councilmember Ginther. ñThe 
Mayor and City Council will 
continue investing in our safety 
forces so that Columbus remains 
the best place to work, live, and 
raise a family.ò 

COUNCIL PROVIDES NEW SWAT AND K -9 FACILITIES FOR POLICE  

Students from the Northwest Career Center and 
the Police Explorers Program joined 
Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther (podium) and 
Mayor Michael B. Coleman (left of podium) to 
announce the new Special Police Unit training 
facility.  

(top) Safety Committee Chair Andrew Ginther (2nd from 
left), Mayor Michael Coleman (5th from left), and other 
dignitaries broke ground at the site of the new K -9 and 
SWAT facilities at the McKinley Avenue Police Complex.  
 
(right) Before the groundbreaking ceremony, Officer 
Melissa Carlson gave a demonstration of her dog, Altoss, in 
action.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
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