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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  ________________________________________ 

Thank you for taking a moment to read the July 2007 edition of Call The Roll, the 
monthly electronic publication of Columbus City Council.  In this edition you will read 
about many new City Council initiatives to invest in our neighborhoods and strengthen 
our communityðincluding the passage of the 2007 Capital Improvements Budget (CIB).  
Most of the CIB is dedicated to major infrastructural improvements and public safety 
projects such as the construction of two neighborhood policing centers and the Division 
of Fireôs new training academy.  Council also amended the CIB to provide funding for 
other important priorities, including new emergency warning sirens, mobile command 
police substations, and improvements to our playgrounds, parks, and recreation and 
health centers. 
 
In addition to working with my colleagues on improving already 

established neighborhoods, I was honored to participate in the announcement of an 
entire new neighborhood Downtown.  This unprecedented new development by Jeff 
Edwards and his team is called One Neighborhood, and will include 260 condos and 
seven parks in a nine block area from Fourth Street east along Gay Street.  This is an 
exciting era for Columbus as we continue to establish ourselves as one of Americaôs 
great 21st century cities! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Michael C. Mentel 
Council President 

Council President Mentel and 
Mayor Coleman joined together to 
help unveil plans for a new nine 
block Downtown neighborhood.  

http://assets.columbus.gov/GTC-3/Call%20the%20Roll.wmv
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp


 

COURTôS ELECTRONIC IMAGING PROJECT MOVES FORWARD____________ 
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The amount of paperwork that comes through the Franklin County 
Municipal Court each day is staggering.  Everywhere one looks 
there are bright, color-coded folders and boxes packed with old 
files, situated in or between canyons of filing cabinets. 
 
The Municipal Clerk maintains well over 25 million documents in 
these and other storage units.  Even with a sophisticated filing 
system, locating these documents and delivering the crucial court 
information they contain into the hands of law enforcement can take 
critical time. 
 
Thatôs why Columbus City Council, under the leadership of 
Judiciary and Court Administration Committee Chair Hearcel F. 
Craig, is helping the Municipal Clerk meet the legal requirements of 
records retention while also improving public safety at the same 
time. 
 

Councilmember Craig recently amended the 2007 Capital Improvements Budget (CIB) to include $830,000 for 
the next phase of an electronic imaging program that will take 
millions of court files and digitize them in a data base. 
 
ñWith paper documents, Clerk officials sometimes have to 
spend 15 to 20 minutes looking for a file,ò said Craig.  ñWhen 
a crime is committed, seconds count.  This imaging project 
will allow officers in the field to use their mobile data 
terminals in their squad cars to access vital court documents.  
This new system will speed up the 
investigative process significantly.ò 
 
Last year, Municipal Clerk Lori Tyackôs 
office began the immense task of creating 
electronic images for more than 25 million 
court documents dating back to 1992.  The 
funding in the 2007 CIB and other Council 
legislation will allow the Clerk to convert 
files from 2003-2006. 
 
ñWe have probation officers, the 
prosecutorôs office, the court, and others 
who request files every day,ò said Tyack.  
ñTo be able to access the files at oneôs 
own office space or at another 
governmental agency makes a lot of 
sense.ò 
 
Tyack emphasized that this information cannot be accessed by the general public.  If a public records request 
to see case files is made with her office, personal information will be removed to help prevent identity theft. 
 
ñWe are looking to create a process that is efficient and effective, while also being able to protect the public,ò 
said Councilmember Craig. 

(Top) Once completed, the imaging 
project will make thousands of court 
documents readily accessible to 
Columbus police.  
 
(Left) Councilmember Hearcel Craig 
and  Municipal Court Clerk Lori Tyack 
discussed the advantages of  
converting the court documents to a 
digital format.  
 
 
 

Hearcel F. Craig, chair of the Judiciary and Court 
Administration Committee, provided critical 
funding for the Courtôs imaging project through his 
CIB amendment request.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/craig/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/craig/index.asp


 

FRANKLIN PARK CONSERVATORY EXPANSION________________________  
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Councilmember Priscilla R. Tyson  

One of the most idyllic sites in Columbus is about to receive a multi-million dollar 
makeover.  With the help of various partnersðincluding Columbus City Councilð
the Franklin Park Conservatory recently launched the first phase of its $20 million 
expansion plan. 
 
ñThe Franklin Park Conservatory is a jewel that the entire Columbus community 
can treasure,ò said Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson.  
Councilmember Tyson participated in the groundbreaking ceremony for the Palm 
House addition, which is the first stage of the project. 
 
ñThis park contributes significantly to our quality of life and serves as a true asset 
for the City as we work to attract and retain new talent in the 21st century econ-
omy,ò said Councilmember Tyson. 
 
Councilmember Tyson also noted at the groundbreaking that her City Council 

colleagues unanimously and enthusiastically supported President Mentelôs Capital Improvements Budget 
amendment to provide an additional $150,000 to assist the Conservatoryôs efforts. 
 
Construction plans call for the 112-year-old Conservatory to add two rooftop gardens, a new 4-acre community 
garden, a pavilion, and greenhouses for horticultural and educational programs.  The Conservatory receives 
approximately 250,000 visitors each year. 
 
The ceremony ended with a twist on the traditional groundbreaking.  Instead of 
shoveling a symbolic spade-full of dirt, Councilmember Tyson and other honored 
guests were asked to color in one eye of a Japanese daruma doll.  The tradition 
requires a person to fill in one eye when making a wish or goal, and then waiting 
until the goal is accomplished or the wish is fulfilled to fill in the other eye.  The 
guests will be invited back next summer when the addition to the Palm House is 
completed to fill in the second eye on their daruma dolls. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
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NEW POLICING CENTER ENCOURAGES COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT_______  

A near North Side neighborhood is getting more than just a new police sub-
station.  Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther joined leaders from 
Columbus and The Ohio State University for the groundbreaking of the Moody/
Hall Neighborhood Policing Center. 
 
ñThe Moody/Hall Center provides a home-base for a comprehensive approach 
to improving neighborhoods,ò said Councilmember Ginther.  ñFirst and foremost, 
this building will be the focal point for public safety efforts in the area. Secondly, 
with the addition of a Neighborhood Pride Center, this building will serve as a 
gathering place for residents to discuss ways to improve their community.ò 
 
The new policing center will be built at 248 E. Eleventh Ave. and will serve the 
University District and Weinland Park areas.  In addition to providing permanent 
space for Columbus Police officers, the building will also have space for 
University Police and members of the Community Crime Patrol.  The building 
will also house a Neighborhood Pride Center and meeting rooms for residents 
to use and discuss ways to make their area a safer place to live and raise a 
family. 
 

Mayor Michael B. Coleman announced that the building will be named after two men who worked to strengthen 
ties between the City and Ohio State: former Columbus Mayor Tom Moody, who served from 1972 to 1984, 
and the late Bill Hall, former Vice President of Student Affairs at OSU. 
 
ñThis policing center brings together law 
enforcement agencies and community 
organizations in an innovative and unique way to 
increase safety and the visibility of police officers 
in the University and Weinland Park area,ò said 
Mayor Coleman. 
 
ñThe fact that the City has recognized the need to 
make this type of investment is a sign that they 
are ready to change this neighborhood,ò said 
Robert Caldwell, president of the Weinland Park 
Civic Association.  ñIf we can take advantage of 
this opportunity and work together as a 
community, we can continue to see this 
neighborhood transform.ò 
 
ñTodayôs groundbreaking brings us one step 
closer toward realizing one of the most important 
partnerships between the University and the 
City,ò said former Ohio State President Dr. Karen 
A. Holbrook. ñThe start of construction is a major 
step toward securing an increased police 
presence in this community for our students and 
longtime residents.ò 
 
OSU and Columbus are splitting the $4.4 million cost for the building. 

Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. 
Ginther highlighted the multi -
faceted role of the new 
Neighborhood Policing Center.  

Former Ohio State President Karen Holbrook (far left), Mayor Michael 
Coleman (second from left), and Councilmember Andrew Ginther (far 
right) joined community leaders to break ground at the site of the new 
police sub -station.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS BUDGET APPROVED_______________________ 

It is one of the most important and challenging documents that City Council 
works on every year, but few pieces of legislation touch the lives of Columbus 
residents more than the Capital Improvements Budget (CIB).  The CIB pays for 
much of the construction projectsðfrom sidewalks to new fire stationsðthat are 
built each year.  After months of meetings with the Mayorôs administration and 
many others, City Council approved an $820 million dollar plan. 
 
ñThe largest portion of these funds is targeted for enterprising projects,ò said 
Finance Committee Chair and Council President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce.  
ñWater, sanitary storm sewers, and electricity account for almost 75% of the 
total CIB.ò 
 
The CIB requires all who work on the plan to prioritize each request.  The 
process begins with the Mayorôs office crafting a preliminary spending plan and 
submitting it to Council.  Members of Council then amended the budget to add 
projects to further improve the lives of Columbus residents.   
 
The amendments to the 2007 CIB made by Council include: 
 

$830,000 for the Municipal Court Clerkôs digital imaging system sponsored by Judiciary and Court 
Administration Committee Chair Hearcel F. Craig. 

 
$400,000 for streetscape improvements for the Columbus College of Art and Design sponsored by 
Development Committee Chair Maryellen OôShaughnessy. 

 
$300,000 for refurbished police mobile command substations sponsored by Safety Committee Chair 
Andrew J. Ginther. 

 
$200,000 for emergency warning sirens sponsored by Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther 

 
$200,000 for a pilot program for recreation center security cameras sponsored by Recreation and Parks 
Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson. 

 
$150,000 for capital improvements to the Franklin Park Conservatory sponsored by Council President 
Michael C. Mentel. 

 
$150,000 for the building of safer playgrounds at Columbus parks sponsored by Recreation and Parks 
Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson. 

 
$125,000 for dog parks sponsored by Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson. 

 
$120,000 for police transportation shuttle buses sponsored by Safety Committee Chairman Andrew J. 
Ginther. 

 
$50,000 for health care center improvements sponsored by Health, Housing and Human Services 
Committee Chair Charleta B. Tavares. 

 
$10,000 for HVAC improvements to the King Arts Complex sponsored by Finance Committee Chair Kevin 
L. Boyce. 

President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce 
was commended for his 
leadership during the extensive 
CIB process.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/boyce/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/craig/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/mentel/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tavares/index.asp
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS BUDGET APPROVED (CONT.)_________________ 

ñIôd like to remind everyone that the Capital Budget and the 
Capital Program are dynamic documents subject to many 
changes,ò said Boyce.  ñFederal and state matching funds for a 
particular project may disappear, emergency situations can 
take priority, and unforeseen environmental costs and inflation 
can have an impact on how we utilize this bond money.ò 
 
ñAs always, the City took a very thoughtful approach to the 
planning and negotiations that went into the approval of the 
Capital Budget,ò said Council President Michael C. Mentel. ñMy 
Council colleagues, along with Mayor Coleman and City 
Auditor Hugh Dorrian, should be commended for their hard 
work and diligence.ò 

PEDAL INSTEAD_______________________________________________  

Pedal Instead.  Thatôs the message this summer for 
families coming into Columbus to enjoy the many 
festivals and events our city has to offer. 
 
The Recreation and Parks Department is setting up 
ñbike corralsò to allow bicyclists to leave their bikes 
inside a safe and secure area while they enjoy the 
festivities. 
 
ñWe were looking for ways to help citizens reduce their 
gas and oil consumption, as well as help them promote 
a healthier lifestyle,ò said Maryellen OôShaughnessy, 
an avid bike rider and chair of the Public Service and 
Transportation Committee.  ñWe can help accomplish 
these goals by the simple act of providing a safe area 
for riders to leave their bikes as they attend Columbus 
events.ò 
 
A bike corral will be set 
up at City Hall, on the 
corner of Broad and 
Front Streets, for the 
Jazz and Rib Fest July 
20-22 and again 
September 15 for the 
Grange Insurance 
Family Fun Fest.   

 
The corrals are staffed by volunteers so parking is free.  Donations are being 
accepted to help cover operational expenses.  

After a press conference to announce the CIB, President 
Pro Tem Boyce took time to listen to citizen feedback.  

En route to the Latino Festival, Councilmember Maryellen 
OôShaughnessy stopped by the bike corral in front of City Hall 
to thank John Gideon of the Central Ohio Bicycle Advocacy 
Coalition for volunteering his time to help operate the corral.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp

